
THORNLIEBANK PARISH  
 

CHURCH 
 

 

 

Orbit – september 2020 



Dear Friends 

 

Here we are three months on since my last letter and not much has 

changed. We still have to live through a form of lockdown with restrictions 

on who we are able to spend time with. We are truly living through a new 

normality and it seems that this may continue for some time. I do hope that 

you are coping at this time and you have found other ways to communicate 

with your loved ones and friends.  

Like many others, I have found myself having to develop new digital skills 

and holding worship services and prayer meetings through Zoom has be-

come part of my weekly routine. We opened the church for prayer and to 

provide a quiet space for people at the end of June, and we are working on 

starting services although, like many things, our services will have to 

change. We have to wear masks in church, unless you have medical reason 

not to. We are not allowed to sing out in the way we are used to, although 

we can sing quietly behind our masks. And we are unable to offer a cup of 

tea at the end of the service. We will be making use of technology in our ser-

vices with film clips and recorded speakers, and prayer will continue as that 

is an important part of our worship.  

In place of the Bible Study I have been recording a series studies called the 

Wednesday Word and you can find that on Thornliebank’s Facebook Page. 

Thornliebank has opened our own Youtube page and the Wednesday Word 

and our Sunday Services can be found there as well.  

Whitecraigs Care Home and Thornliebank Primary School are still closed to 

visitors and hospitals have only been allowing one named visitor in to see 

patients. So much of my day to day work has been curtailed. I am still trying 

to contact people by telephone and I’ll continue doing this until the lock-

down is lifted. If you need anything, please give me a call – 0141 880 5532.  

I look forward to an end of this time and us meeting again, but until then; 

please stay safe and know that you are in my prayers. I will leave you with 

the same Bible verse that was in June’s Orbit, because this verse is still ap-

propriate for our times: 

Matthew 6:34 - Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow 

will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.  

With God’s Blessing 

   

     Mike, Minister  



They will be sadly missed:  

Mrs Maria (Ria) Armstrong, 1/3 Waterford Road – Died on 16
th 

June 2020 

Mrs Florence Sheila Christie, Three Bridges Care Home – Died on 30
th

 July 

2020 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Thought for the Month – September 2020 

 
Do It His Way! 

 
Do not fall into the trap of old habits, well-trodden paths or familiar ways. 
For the Holy Spirit says to you: ‘My ways are not your ways. Be obedient to 
me in everything, and I will help you navigate a more excellent way’. 
You may need to adjust your course at this time if you have inadvertently 
taken some paces without checking in with the Lord. His word should guide 
your every step (Psalm 119:133). Don’t just assume that because something 
‘feels’ right to you and to those around you that it must be the way. Learn to 
discern what the Spirit is saying. Press in and evaluate each move with Him. 
And He says to you, ‘I have blessings for those who are obedient to me that 
you have not even begun to imagine’. 
Know that His way is not always the easiest-looking path to take; it can even 
be narrow and uncomfortable in places. But His way is the best way. It’s the 
way of adventures, of signs, wonders and miracles. It’s the way of impossi-
ble breakthroughs and of inexpressibly and glorious joy (1 Peter 1:8). 
Isaiah 55:8 to 9 - For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways my ways,” declares the Lord. “As the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts.”                                                        
 (Taken from the Glasgow Prophesy Centre’s Lion Bites series of devotion-
als) 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Ps%20119.133
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/1%20Pet%201.8
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Isa%2055.8-9




Funnies 
 

As we are all in need of a smile during this difficult time, 
 here are some cartoons to lighten your day. 

 
 

     

  

 

 
 



Website and Facebook Page 

During this time of lockdown, please check out Thornliebank Church’s web-

site, Facebook page and Youtube channel. Our services and other infor-

mation will be found on the Website and Facebook page. The website can 

be found at www.thornliebankparishchurch.org   

More information will be put on the website and Facebook page and they 

will be reviewed and developed regularly. If you have any information you 

wish to post on the website, please speak to Lauraine Friday or Mike Gar-

grave.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

http://www.thornliebankparishchurch.org


 

 

A Prayer for our times 

Loving Lord, we pray for your love and compassion  

to abound as we walk through this challenging season.  

We ask for wisdom for those who bear the load  

of making decisions with widespread consequences.  

We pray for those who are suffering with sickness  

and for all who are caring for them.  

We ask for protection for the elderly and vulnerable  

not to succumb to the risks of the virus.  

We pray for misinformation to be curbed  

that fear may take no hold in hearts and minds.  

As we exercise the good sense that you in your mercy provide  

may we also approach each day in faith and peace,  

trusting in the truth of your goodness towards us. 

Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

It has been such a long time since we've been 

able to meet up as a group and it seems really 

strange for school to have started back and we 

haven't been able to. One day, hopefully soon, we 

will be allowed to. Until then be assured you are 

all in our thoughts and prayers. Missing you all. 

Blessings. Marion, Oonagh, Lauraine, Carol & Evelyn 



 

 

Who would believe the year we've had until now! 

Even so God is with us as we can see in the beau-

tiful array of changing colours as Autumn arrives! 

It's even warm outside as I sit to write this...wet 

yesterday and maybe again tomorrow but warm. 

You will be pleased to know our 2019 accounts 

which were approved by the Trustees back in Feb-

ruary, remember, before lockdown, have passed attestation by Presbytery 

and are available online with OSCR. Woo hoo and Phew, what a relief! 

My thanks to you faithful souls who continue to keep me busy with your of-

ferings - bank transfers, by post, personal delivery and of course through 

Mike.  

Even so, we are understandably down on previous years, mainly as we are 

missing our weekly services which generate open plate offerings and week-

ly free will envelope offerings. Thanks to those who have changed options 

to keep funds flowing. Anyone else who would like to do so, please contact 

Mike or myself for bank details/paperwork. 

Some of us will have had changes in our financial situations through retire-

ment, job loss or indeed this years new kid on the block - the furlough, any 

of which may have affected our tax position. That said if you are a tax payer 

please consider boosting your offerings through Gift Aid. This enables us 

to claim 25p in the £ back from HMRC, on your giving. All it takes is a com-

pleted Gift Aid declaration form and an offering which is 'traceable'...either 

by bank transfer, standing order, cheque or weekly freewill offering enve-

lopes. Need more information? Happy to help, my number will be on the 

back of the ORBIT or speak to Mike. 

Until we meet again in person, please keep safe. 

Blessings. 

Marion 

 
 
 
 



 

 

A Smile 

It costs nothing, but creates much 
It enriches those who receive, 

Without impoverishing those who give. 
It happens in a flash and the memory of it lasts forever. 

None are so rich they can get along without it 
And none so poor but are richer for its benefits. 

It creates happiness in the home, 
Fosters good will in a business, 

And is the countersign of friends. 
It is rest to the weary, daylight to the discouraged, 

Sunshine to the sad, and nature's best antidote for trouble.  
Yet it cannot be bought, begged, borrowed, or stolen, 
For it is something that is no earthly good to anybody 

Till it is given away. 
If someone is too tired to give you a smile, 

Leave one of yours. 
For, nobody needs a smile so much 

As those who have none to give. 

Author: Anonymous 

 



 

THE GUILD 
 
Our three year strategy is ‘One Journey, Many Roads’, and 
the theme for 2020-21 is ‘Going the extra mile’.   During this 
present time of uncertainty with so many restrictions in 
place and during the past months so many people have 
gone the ‘extra mile’ to help others, and will continue to do 

so in the days ahead.   We give them all our grateful thanks. 
 
The theme brings to mind the hymn ‘One more step along the world I go’, 
and as we travel from the old to the new, whatever the new holds for each 
and every one of us, we can be secure in the knowledge that God is with us 
every step of the way, guarding and guiding us. 
 
The sad news is that unfortunately we lost three of our members over the 
past few months – May McCaig, Sheila Christie and Molly Thompson.   We 
will miss them but give thanks for lives well lived. 
 
We look forward to meeting in the not too distant future, when we will be 
delighted to welcome any wishing to join us as we remember Whose we are 
and Who we serve. 
 
 
Isabel Welsh 
 

 

 

 

 

 


